AR Grandmother’s House

The harbour of the Mosuo's mind
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The Grandmother's House holds a special place in the hearts of the Mosuo people. It is not
merely a space, but a sanctuary for life and the spirit. The hearth within the Grandmother's
House is the most sacred site for the Mosuo, symbolizing family, clan, ancestors, and faith. This
house is supported by two pillars, known as the "male pillar" and the "female pillar." These pillars
must be sourced from the same tree, representing their shared origin and connection.

The Grandmother's House is where the Mosuo family conducts significant ceremonies and serves
as the center for dining, living, discussing important matters, hosting guests, and worshipping
deities. In the Grandmother's House, you are embraced and anchored; you are never without
roots, so there is no need to fear what lies ahead.
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The Ever-Burning Hearth - A Legacy of Prosperity

Inside the Grandmother's House, there are two hearths. The one near the shrine is called the
"Upper Hearth," while the one facing the door is known as the "Lower Hearth."

As times have progressed and living standards have improved, the Grandmother's House has
evolved into a place where families welcome honored guests and gather with friends and
relatives.
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